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Celebrate Confederate History
The Major Robert M. White
Camp #1250 will formally
celebrate Confederate History Month in Texas with a
number of important events.

26th, the Camp will hold its
annual Confederate History
Month ceremonies in Belton.

Following that event the
group will reform at the
South Belton Cemetery
where the Camp will honor
the Confederate soldiers
buried there.

th

On Saturday, April 25 the
Camp will help celebrate
Confederate History Month
with its quarterly dinner
meeting at the Cotton Patch
Café in Temple.
The event will begin at 6:00
PM with a social hour. The
speaker for the event is
David Moore, who heads the
Texas Division’s media production.
The next day, Sunday April

1:00 PM. The Confederate
First National flag will be
raised and a wreath will be
laid.

Camp members and friends
are asked to gather at the
Confederate statue at the
Bell County Courthouse at

After those ceremonies,
everyone is invited to a
lunch at Confederate Park in
Belton. Camp Commander
Dr. Chris Ellis will cook hamburgers and hot dogs. The
cost is only $7.00 per

www.scvtemple.com
Chris Ellis, M.D.

Camp Commander

1508 Lakeview Court
Granbury, TX 76408
John C. Perry

Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 794
Salado, TX 76571
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Work Continues at South Belton
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Salado Rebel

any people enjoy the
wonderful Pace Park
in downtown Salado
nestled up to Salado
Creek. Of the many who enjoy
the park few know about the
man and his wife for whom
the park is named, and the
park’s Confederate history.

William Alexander
Pace

Pace and his son
served in the 2nd
Texas Cavalry,
CSA

William Alexander Pace was
born on May 6, 1823 in Scott
County, Virginia, the son of
Edward Pace and Susannah
(Foster) Pace. Little is known
of his early life, but by June
of 1842, William had married
Sarah Jane Hankins in French
Lick, Indiana. William was only
19 years old and Sarah was just
16 years old. Sarah was the
daughter of William Hankins
and Mary Hankins and was born
in Knoxville, Tennessee.
William and Sarah had their
first 7 of an eventual 17 children in Indiana. They left Indiana in the early 1850’s by covered wagon and ended up in
Central Texas first in the
Georgetown area, where William operated a mill. By 1860

they had relocated to Salado.
During the War Between the
States William and his son
Joseph L. enlisted in the Confederate Army in 1863, They

specialist in horse foot care.
Another account states that he
was injured before the unit left
Texas and he was discharged.
Joseph did however serve and
in fact was killed at the Battle of Arkansas Post, Arkansas in January of 1863.
According to the 1870 Census, William and Sarah Pace
were living in Bell County,
Texas. In 1880, William Pace
declared his candidacy for
the political office of County
Commissioner, Precinct One
of Bell County.

Graves of William and Sarah Pace

joined a unit formed by Captain
Robert B. Halley, who was also
from Salado. The unit formed
and trained in what is now the
area of Pace Park. The unit
would eventually become Company G of Baylor’s Cavalry
Regiment (Col. George W.
Baylor's 2nd Texas Cavalry
Arizona Brigade). William’s
service record isn’t complete.
On initial records he was listed
as a officer, as a farrier, a

In 1888, Pace purchased the
Davis Mill in Salado, located in
the area of Pace Park. The mill
was originally built in 1864 as
the first stone mill with carding
machine in this area. A sawmill
and gin were added in 1866.
Running the mill was short lived
for Pace, as he passed away
within a year of the mill purchase, on February 3, 1889.
Sarah lived for over five more
years. She died on September
5, 1894 in Salado, both are
buried in Salado.

Camp Salado
The area around what is today’s Pace Park in Salado was
inhibited by Native Americans
long before white settlers
arrived. The land was once at
the northwest corner of a 100acre tract set aside by Colonel

E.C. Robertson in 1859 to be
sold to benefit Salado College.
During the war it was known as
Camp Salado, and home to
Company G of R.B. Halley’s unit.
William A. Pace acquired the
land in 1888 when he pur-

chased the Davis mill. The land
was given to the people of
Salado in 1936 by John W. and
Elizabeth Pace Hodges in honor
of their parents, William and
Sarah with the stipulation that
it be used as a public park.
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Confederate History Month Celebration
(Continued from page 1)

person. To satisfy your sweet
tooth the local Order of the
Confederate Rose will hold a
bake sale.
All Camp members and friends
are urged to attend this annual
event. This will be the eighth
straight year that the Camp
has held ceremonies in Belton.
The Texas Senate, in 1999,
passed resolution number 526

which proclaims that April
is Confederate History
Month in Texas. Confederate History Month is officially celebrated in Texas
as well as in Alabama, Virginia, Mississippi, Georgia,
Louisiana and Florida.

Recordings
of the Rebel
Yell have
been found
and

Right: Francis Kinnear and
Betty Nelson at the Bell
County Courthouse during
the 2008 Confederate History Month ceremonies.

Real “Rebel Yell” Now Revealed
Many have tried to duplicate
the famous “Rebel Yell” used
as Confederate soldiers went
into battle. One Union soldier
said, “When we heard
the Johnnies coming
with that yell, it put a
cold chill down our
backsides.”
Just what was this bone
chilling sound? Until
recently there has only
been one known recording of the Rebel
Yell. In 1935 radio station WBT
in Charlotte, N.C., recorded
Thomas N. Alexander, 90, a
former private with the 37th
North Carolina Troops . That

version has been available on
the Internet for several years.
Another recording has been
held by the United Daughters of

the Confederacy. This recording was made by Sampson
Saunders Simmons, a courier
in Co. E of the 8th Virginia Cavalry, on April 10, 1934. The re-

cording was intended to be
used in the MGM movie
“Operator 13,” but it was never
made into a film.
Recently the Museum of
the Confederacy was allowed to convert the recording from a wax cylinder to a digital recording.
The Museum has reproduced it along with Alexander’s and is selling it on a
CD for $10. They also have
digitally reproduced the
original two sounds to multiply
the number of voices making
the yell, creating what sounds
like an entire Confederate
Army screaming the Rebel Yell.

Camp Schedule
April 25, 2009
Quarterly Camp Dinner meeting
at Cotton Patch Café, Temple
Mall. With social hour beginning
at 6:00 PM. Speaker: David
Moore
May 12, 2009
Regular Camp meeting at Cot-

ton Patch Café, Temple Mall.
at 7:00 PM. Speaker: Bob Lull,
“The Battle of Glorietta Pass”
May 16-17, 2009
Battle of Temple Junction
Reenactment, Temple Industrial Park. The Camp is a
sponsor and we need volunteers to help!

reproduced

June 9, 2009
Regular Camp meeting at Cotton Patch Café, Temple Mall.
at 7:00 PM. Speaker: Alan Newman, “Northern POW Camps”

Next Camp Meeting:
April 25th
Cotton Patch Café
at the Temple Mall
Social at 6:00 PM
Dinner at 7:00 PM
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Lincoln Watch’s Secret

Fort Sumpter was attacked by the
For many years there were rurebels on the above date. J Dilmors that there were secret
lon.“ According to Dillon in 1906,
inscriptions in the gold pocket
he had just heard the news of the
watch carried by Abraham Linfiring on Ft. Sumter
coln. In a public
while he was workceremony during on Lincoln’s
ing Lincoln's
th
200 birthday
watch.
year, the watch,
What the news mewhich is owned
dia failed to report
by the Smithwas that there was
sonian Institute,
another inscription
Lincoln’s pocket watch
was opened last month.
in the watch with a single
Indeed there was a secret inscription, but a secret that most
media outlets failed to report.
Inscribed inside the internal
workings of the watch were
words inscribed by Jonathan
Dillon, who repaired the watch for
Lincoln in 1861. Inscribed was
“Jonathan Dillon April 13- 1861

name. That inscription simply
said, “Jeff Davis.” The who and
why that was there is unknown,
and again was barely reported by
the national media who picked up
the story. Interesting to ponder
that the watch Lincoln carried
through out the war had Jefferson Davis’ name in it.

South Belton Cemetery
repair the fence around the
cemetery. Utilizing the funds

within the next month.
Only six months ago the cemetery lay in utter disrepair, Since

already raised for the project,
along with additional Camp funds
the cost of the new fencing will be
completely covered. It is hoped
that the fence will be redone

that time the Camp, utilizing
“sweat equity,” with other concerned citizens has worked on
repairing stones and cleaning
stones.
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