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Rebel Cavalryman

H

e survived a wound at
Gettysburg, only to
later have his arm shattered by
a musket ball, which eventually
caused his death.

Albert G. Jenkins

Jenkins formed
the “Border
Rangers”

Albert Gallatin Jenkins was
born on November 10, 1830 on
his family’s 4,000 acre plantation, “Green Bottom,” in Cabell
County, Virginia, now in West
Virginia. His family, father William Jenkins and mother Jeanette Grigsby McNutt, were quite
wealthy.
His formal education was at
Marshall Academy (now Marshall University) in Huntington,
Virginia (now West Virginia)
and then Jefferson College
(now Washington & Jefferson
College), at Canonsburg, Pennsylvania where he graduated in
1850 at age 18. He then attended Harvard University where
he studied law. He was admitted to the bar in 1850 and he
practiced law in Charles Town,
Virginia (now West Virginia).
Politically, he sided with the

Democratic Party and served
as a delegate to the party’s
national convention in 1856. He
was elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives, serving two
terms from 1857 to 1861, when
he resigned in early 1861, as
Virginia was leaving the Union.
In April of 1861, Jenkins raised
a company of 101 cavalrymen,
known as the Border Rangers.
Jenkins was elected as the
company’s captain. In May they
were formally ushered into the
Confederate Army and the next
month they became a part of
the 8th Virginia Cavalry. Jenkins was promoted to colonel.
He and his men saw action in a
number of skirmishes in western Virginia.
In 1862 Jenkins left the field to
serve in the first Confederate
Congress as a member of the
House of Representatives.
While serving in the legislature
he was appointed a brigadier
general and he left his House
seat in August of 1862 to return
to the field.

Wasting no time, in the same
month that he returned to
active duty, Jenkins led his
men, bolstered by six additional
companies, westward into far
western Virginia, into Kentucky,
and even crossing into Ohio.
He became one of the very first
organized Confederate units to
cross into a northern state.
In December Robert E. Lee had
Jenkins and his men transferred into the Shenandoah
Valley. During the winter his
men were refitted with new
horses from North Carolina
and Jenkins was given command of a brigade in Lee’s
Army of Northern Virginia as it
pushed north towards Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Jenkins’
brigade consisted of the 14th,
16th, 17th, 34th, and 36th Virginia
Cavalry along with Jackson’s
Kanawha Artillery and was
assigned to Robert Rodes’
division. His original 8 th Virginia Cavalry remained in Virginia
for homeland defense.
(Continued on page 3)

How West Virginia Became A State
Prior to the War Between the
States there was only one
Virginia in the territory that
today makes up the two states
of Virginia and West Virginia.
At the 1861 convention, where
Virginia voted to leave the
Union, the majority of the delegates from the mountainous

western part of the state voted
against secession.
The western Virginia delegates
then had several meetings, as
Virginia put secession up to its
citizens for a popular vote.
After Virginians voted 86% in
favor to leave the Union, the
western Virginia delegates,

calling themselves the Restored State of Virginia,
formed its own state government.
The Lincoln government was
anxious to welcome them into
the Union and granted then
(Continued on page 4)
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Monuments
(Continued from page 1)

then the three monuments.
Remaining to be done at the
cemetery include a pavilion in
front of the monuments, paved

Above: Camp Member James
Kinnear helps with the installation of the new Confederate
monument.

with brick pavers, and an informational display.
The Camp hopes to have all the
work completed in time for a
special South Belton Cemetery
rededication ceremony in April
of next year.
A marker honoring Camp Charter member Larry Jack Maxey
has also been completed and
will be installed along with the
pavers.
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Camp To Host Annual Gala
The Major Robert M. White
Camp #1250’s eighth annual
Christmas Gala will be held at
the Cotton Patch Café in the
Temple Mall.

es, or other items of clothing.

Items may be submitted in
advance to one of the OCR
ladies. Items for the auction
may also be brought to the
event where they will be acThe Christmas party will kick
off with a social hour beginning cepted at the door. The camp
at 6:00 PM followed by a dinner store will also be set up so you
can purchase
at 7:00 PM.
Slate of officers for 2011
your ConfedJohn Larson, Jr. - Commander
This event
erate items
Jimmy Dossey - 1st Lt. Cmdr.
follows simiBrandon McGregor - 2nd Lt. Cmdr. for Christmas.
lar events
Joe White - Adjutant
At the event
held each
there will be
December for
an election of camp officers for
the last seven years, where
2011. Officers elected at the
camp members, friends, and
December meeting will be inguest reviled in an old time
stalled at the Lee-Jackson
Southern Christmas party.
Dinner in January, 2011.
At the party a Silent Auction
will be held. Camp members
are encouraged to donate any
unwanted or extra copies of
books, uniforms, period dress-

Dress for the Christmas Gala
can be either period or modern
clothes, casual wear or party
wear.

Rebel Cavalryman

needed supplies in Chambersburg. Rodes was furious at
Jenkins, and to ease the strain
between the two men, Richard
Ewell interceded and issued
orders to Jenkins rather than
them coming directly from
Rodes. During the Battle of
Gettysburg Jenkins’ cavalry

(Continued from page 2)

Jenkins and his brigade of
about 1,600 men rode into
Pennsylvania on June 15, 1863.
Chambersburg was captured,
but Jenkins retreated when he
felt a larger Federal force was
approaching, leaving much

(Continued on page 4)

Camp Schedule
December 2-5, 2010
“The Road to Secession,” Camp
Gilmont in Upshur County, go to
http://roadtosecession.com
for additional information.
December 11, 2010
8th Annual Camp Christmas
Gala, at Cotton Patch Café in
the Temple Mall, 6:00 PM..

8th Annual
Christmas
Gala Set For
Dec. 11, 2010

January 15, 2011
23rd Annual Major Robert M.
White Camp #1250 LeeJackson Dinner, Cultural Activities Center in Temple, 6:00 PM
Speaker: Ray James

7:00 PM. Speaker: TBD.

February 8, 2011
Regular Camp meeting at Cotton Patch Café, Temple Mall.

March 8, 2011
Regular Camp meeting at Cotton
Patch Café, Temple Mall. 7:00 PM.

Next Meeting:
December 11th
Cotton Patch Café
in the Temple Mall
6:00 PM Social
7:00 PM Dinner
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New PBS Show on Robert E. Lee
The PBS show, American Experience, will do a special edition
which will cover the life of Robert

ing at 9:00 P.M., January 3, 2011.
The PBS web site describes the
show, “Robert E. Lee examines the
life and reputation of the general
whose military successes made
him the scourge of the Union and
the hero of the Confederacy, and
who was elevated to almost godlike status by admirers after his
death.”

West Virginia Statehood
(Continued from page 2)

E. Lee, entitled Robert E. Lee, At

War With His Country . . . And
Himself.

The show will air on Monday even-

statehood as West Virginia, in
June of 1863. Most constitutional
scholars consider the act illegal.
Even some of Lincoln’s own supporters raised serious questions
about the legality of West Virginia’s statehood at the time the
state was admitted.

Rebel Cavalryman
(Continued from page 3)

served as cavalry screen for
Ewell’s 2nd Corp.
On July 2 , 1863 on Blocher’s Knoll,
while Jenkins was receiving orders on where to move his men,
artillery shells began to explode
on the knoll. Jenkins and his
horse went down. The horse was
killed and Jenkins was wounded by
a piece of shrapnel. He was taken
away from the field and eventually
back to western Virginia where he
recovered from his wounds.
Jenkins was unable to return to
active duty until the fall of 1863.
In May of 1864 Jenkins was given
the command of the Department
of Western Virginia. On May 9,
1864 Jenkins led his men against

an advancing Federal force of
about 6,400 men under Union
General George Cook. With only
about 2,400 men, Jenkins formed
a strong defensive position at
Cloyd's Mountain. The outnumbered Confederates put up a
stout defense in hand to hand
combat, but failed to stop the
Union onslaught. During the fight
Jenkins’ left arm was shattered
by musket fire and he was captured.
He was taken to a Union field
hospital at a nearby farm. On
May 13th his arm was amputated
near the shoulder by a Federal
surgeon. Post-surgery, Jenkins
seemed to be improving, but he
developed pneumonia and then
apparently bled to death from a
secondary hemorrhage on May 21,
1863.

