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Sam Davis Youth Camp In Texas
The seventh annual Sam
Davis Youth Camp will be
held this summer in both
Texas and Georgia. The Sam
Davis Youth
Camp is for both
boys and girls
from ages 12 to
20.
The Texas version of the Camp
will be held from
Sunday June 28th to Saturday, July 4th, 2009 at Three
Mountain Retreat, near
Clifton. The deadline for
applications is Friday, June

19, 2009. An application
maybe obtained at the Youth

Photo of last years Sam Davis
Youth Camp enrollees

Camp’s web site located at
http://samdavis.scv.org.
The goal of each Camp is to

teach young people about
three key traits, Honor, Respect, and
Truth.
Students are
taught about
our ancestors
who helped
form our nation
and to honor
them. Students
learn to respect our history, our Constitution and our Christian
beliefs. Finally the Camp
members learn the true
history of the South and the
so called Civil War.

Battle of Temple Junction Held
The first Battle of Temple
Junction reenactment was
held in the Temple Industrial Park on May 15
- 17th. Although the
events on Saturday,
May 16th, were basically
rained out, with two
plus inches of rain
during the day, it didn’t
stop over 200 reenactors from coming to
the event.
On Friday May 15th over
400 school children
attended the event. Camp

member John Larson had
organized six demonstration

stations, where students
learned about various aspects of war time life.
Saturday’s heavy rains
cancelled all the
events except for the
evening ball.

Confederate line of infantry holds off
a Union counter attack during the
Battle of Temple Junction.

Although Sunday began
with clouds and a few
sprinkles, by afternoon
the sun broke through
and a large crowd
watched Yankees and
Rebels battle it out.
Keeping score? The Confederates won!
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C ONFEDERATE P ROFILE
Cavalry Fighter

T

oday he is best known as
one of the South’s better
cavalry commanders,
but this former Union
officer learned to fight in a
state he spent a great deal of
time in before the war, Texas.

Fitzhugh Lee

Lee Fought
Comanche
Indians at Camp
Colorado, Texas

Fitzhugh Lee was born at his
family's plantation, “Clermont,”
in Fairfax County, Virginia, on
November 19, 1835. Lee was the
grandson of "Light Horse
Harry" Lee, and the nephew of
Robert E. Lee. His father, Sydney Smith Lee, was a fleet
captain under Commodore
Perry and rose to the rank of
Commodore and his mother
was a granddaughter of George
Mason.
Lee entered the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point in 1852,
and four years later he would
graduate 45th out of a class of
49 cadets. His first major
assignment was as a member
of the U.S. 2nd Cavalry, where
he served as a brevetted 2nd
Lieutenant, while his uncle was
serving as a lieutenant colonel.
In a fight with the Comanche

Indians at Crooked Creek, Kansas Territory, on May 12, 1859
Lee was severely wounded. As
he was firing at a Comanche
the Indian shot an arrow at Lee,
which passed through his right
side, penetrating his lung. Lee
was expected to live, but survived a 200 mile evacuation
and later recovered from his
wound. The Comanche was not
so lucky as Lee’s aim was true.
Lee was later transferred to
Camp Colorado, Texas near the
present town of Coleman. In
1860 Lee led a patrol in pursuit
of a band of Comanches who
had stolen a number of horses.
After a three day chase Lee
and his men caught up with the
Indians and attacked. As the
Comanches scattered Lee went
after a single Indian chasing
him for 7 miles on horseback.
The Comanche dismounted and
hid, but as Lee approached the
hiding place the Indian fired at
him, shattering the stock of his
carbine. Lee grappled with the
Comanche over control of Lee's
revolver and the Indian's knife.
Eventually Lee was able to

shoot the Indian in the head.
Lee was left with a tattered
coat, from the Comanche’s
knife slashes.
Now battle hardened Lee left
Texas and went back to West
Point where he served as an
assistant instructor of tactics
until May of 1861, when he resigned from the US Army and
offered his services to the
Confederacy. He initially served
on the staff of Joseph E. Johnston at the first battle of Manassas and was elected lieutenant
colonel of the First Virginia
Cavalry in August 1861.
He participated in the Peninsular campaign and was promoted to brigadier general in
July of 1862. He fought in all of
the major battles of the Army
of Northern Virginia in 1862 and
1863. At Chancellorsville it was
Lee's reconnaissance that
found that the Union Army's
right flank was “in the air,”
allowing Thomas J. “Stonewall”
Jackson successful flanking
attack, a movement led by
(Continued on page 3)

Camp Colorado, Texas
Established in 1855, Camp
Colorado was originally a Federal frontier fort located in
Mills County Texas, In 1856 the
Camp was relocated to Coleman County. Camp Colorado
was home to a who’s who of
future Confederate generals.
Commanding the fort were

Earl Van Dorn, Edmund Kirby
Smith, Lawrence S. (Sul) Ross,
John Bell Hood, and Fitzhugh
Lee. Even Robert E. Lee visited
the camp on at least two inspection tours .
Camp Colorado’s buildings
were primarily constructed of
adobe with shingled roofs and

pine-plank floors; the lumber,
doors, and windows were
brought in by oxen teams from
East Texas. By May of 1859 the
Camp consisted of officer’s
quarters, officer’s kitchens,
picket house, set of company
quarters, hospital building,
(Continued on page 4)
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Flags Removed
Arthur Dowdell, an Auburn,
Alabama city councilman removed four Confederate battleflags that had been placed
on Confederate soldiers

Dowdell with flags

graves by the UDC at Pine Hill
Cemetery on April 23rd. The
flags had been placed there
prior to Confederate Memorial
Day, an official state holiday in
Alabama.
Dowdell said that the flags
were “offensive” to him.“ "To
me, (the flag) represents the
Ku Klux Klan an and racism,"
Dowdell said.
After a firestorm of national
controversy, at the May 5th
City Council meeting, Dowdell
apologized to the UDC and the
SCV, saying his actions were
the result of miscommunication" and "ignorance." And he
said, "I'm sorry this happened,
I hope we can get passed it."

(Continued from page 2)

Lee's cavalry.

April 9, 1865 at Farmville, Virginia.

Post war Lee returned to his
At Gettysburg in July of 1863
native Virginia and farmed. He
his brigade fought unsuccessserved as Virginia’s governor
fully in the action at East Cavalry Field. J.E.B. Stuart's report from 1886 to 1890. He was
defeated for a Senate seat in
singled out no officer in his
command for praise except for 1893, but in 1896 he was appointed as a U.S. consul genLee. Stuart said of Lee, he was
eral to
“one of
Cuba.
the finest
When war
cavalry
broke out
leaders
between
on the
the U.S.
contiand Spain
nent, and
in 1898 Lee
richly
was made
[entitled]
a major
to progeneral of
motion.”
U.S. VolunLee was
teers.
proFitzhugh Lee as a general in the U.S. Army
Later Lee
moted to
commanded
the
VII
Army
major general on August 3,
Corps, as a brigadier general,
1863.
but took no part in the actual
Lee participated in U.S. Grant’s
operations in Cuba. He was
Overland the Petersburg Cammilitary governor of Havana in
paign in 1864. He was greatly
1899, and he later commanded
disappointed in 1864 when he
the Department of the Miswas passed over to replace
souri.
J.E.B. Stuart after his death.
Lee retired in 1901 as a brigaLee served with the Army of
dier general. He died in WashNorthern Virginia until his
ington, D.C. in 1905 and is buruncle surrendered to U.S.
ied in Hollywood Cemetery in
Grant. Lee himself led the last
Richmond, Virginia.
charge of the Confederates on

Camp Schedule
June 9, 2009
Regular Camp meeting at Cotton Patch Café, Temple Mall.
at 7:00 PM. Speaker: Allen
Newman, “Northern POW
Camps”
June 12-14 2009
Texas Division Reunion at the

Waco Hilton, Waco, Texas. Visit:
texas-scv.org/convention.php
June 28—July 4, 2009
Sam Davis Youth Camp at
Three Mountain Retreat near
Clifton, TX. See Davis Youth
Camp web site at http://
samdavis.scv.org.

July 11, 2009
Camp Dinner meeting at Cotton
Patch Café, Temple Mall.
at 7:00 PM. Speaker: TBD

Post War, Lee
Rejoined the
U.S. Army
Serving In
Cuba

Next Camp Meeting:
June 9th
Cotton Patch Café
at the Temple Mall
7:00 PM
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Ceremonies Held in Belton
Manning spoke and a rifle salute
Confederate History Month was
was fired in honor of the Confedcelebrated in Belton on April 26th.
erate soldiers buried in the cemeA First National flag was
tery.
raised at the
Camp members
Bell County
and friends
Courthouse
then reassemnext to the
bled at ConfedConfederate
erate Park
monument
where they
and a wreath
feasted on
was laid by
hamburgers
members of
and hot dogs
the local Rose
expertly cooked
chapter.
by Camp ComMary Mobley
mander Dr.
read a poem
Chris Ellis.
about SouthFlag being raised at the Courthouse
Confederate Park
ern heroism.
is a Belton city park which is
From there attendees gathered at
named for the old Confederate
the South Belton Cemetery where
Reunion grounds on the banks of
Texas Division Commander Greg
Nolan Creek.

Camp Colorado, Texas
(Continued from page 2)

frontier protection from the
Indians. During the war the Camp
suffered from shortage of food,
ammunition, supplies
and horses.

store house, stable and a headquarters building. Outside communication was
through a post
office and a telePost war, most of the
graph line between
Camp was dismanthe camp and US
tled, and the materiArmy headquarters
als were used to
at San Antonio.
build a store and
In 1861 the Camp
residences.
A
was abandoned by
stretch
of
stone
Federal forces and
all the men at the
corral fence remains
Camp except one Historical Monument for Camp at the site, Two state
s w i t c h e d t h e i r Colorado in Coleman, Texas historical markers
allegiance to the Confederacy.
denote the site, which is on priDuring the war years the Camp
vate land. In Coleman there is a
was occupied by State of Texas
historical monument that tells of
militia, Confederate troops, and a
the Camp as a Confederate base.
local Ranger group to help with

