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Beauvoir Repairs
It has been two years now
since horrific damage wasdone by Hurricane Katrina to
the Jefferson Davis Home,
Beauvoir, and the Presidential Library in Biloxi, Mississippi.
Progress on repairs to the
home, which experienced
severe damage has been
slow. In January of this
year a $4.1 million contract
was issued and restoration
work has begun on Beauvoir.
The initial work involves
pouring concrete footings
for the brick piers to stabi-

lize the home.
It is estimated that construction to restore the
home will take about a year,
Work began in March.
Federal dollars will pay for
about $2.5 million leaving
Beauvoir to raise the balance of $1.6 million. The
home is owned by the Mississippi Division of the SCV.
Donations are being solicited
and can be made through the
home’s web site at
www.beauvoir.org. No donation is too large or too
small. Every little bit helps

to keep Beauvoir going and
for rebuilding,
An effort to find all the
home’s artifacts that were
blown across the area by
Katrina’s winds has been
completed.
The artifacts found and catalogued are 3,814. Each item
has been photographed,
inventoried, boxed and
stored in environmental
storage. Conservation of the
artifacts and the house furniture have begun.
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about Beauvoir on page 3)

Dues Are Due
It is that time of the year
again, our annual dues are
now due. Dues payments
are now tied to the
fiscal year of the
Sons of Confederate
Veterans.
Most of our dues
dollars stay at home
and are used to fund
various efforts of the
Camp, from helping
to pay postage for the
Camp’s newsletter, to dinner
costs for speakers, etc,

notices out by sending your
Dues are $35.00 per year
and should be paid directly to dues to Jerry at:
our Camp Treasurer, Jerry
Jerry Nelson
4820 Prairie Hill Road
Brenham, TX, 77833.

Nelson. Associate member
dues are $15.00. Please help
us avoid the cost of sending

Linda Wooley also asks
that members of the
Wildflowers of Texas,
Chapter #19 OCR to
contact her about their
annual dues. Contact
Linda at: 254-986-2264 or
e-mail her at:
linda_kinnear@yahoo.com.
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C ONFEDERATE P ROFILE
The Bob Hope of the Confederacy

H

e was the man who
penned the popular
Confederate patriotic
song, “The Bonnie Blue
Flag.” He was the consummate
performer who some today call
the “Bob Hope of the Confederacy.”

Harry Macarthy

Using a disguise
he fled Union
occupied New
Orleans

memorable performances.
He was performing in Mississippi when during their secession convention he saw one of
the delegate’s wives parade
around in a blue flag with a
single star. This inspired him

Harry Macarthy was born in
Ulster of Scottish-Irish
descent and came to America in 1849 when he was
only 16 years old. He was a
natural performer, starting
out on stages in Philadelphia at age 17. He soon
found his way to Arkansas
and for a while was billed as
the “Arkansas Comedian.”
He married Lottie Estelle
and traveled all over the
South putting on shows. He
was skilled as a singer and a
dancer and had a particular
ability to do different dialects,
Irish, English, Dutch, French,
and Negro. With his flamboyant
costumes and his wife joining
him on stage, he created many

to pen the words to the “The
Bonnie Blue Flag.” He took the
melody from an old Irish folk
song, “The Irish Jaunting Car.”
Macarthy premiered "The Bonnie Blue Flag" during a concert

in Jackson, Mississippi, in the
spring of 1861. He later sang
the song in September of that
same year at the New Orleans
Academy of Music in front of an
audience of soldiers headed for
the Virginia front. The response
was most enthusiastic, with
every “Hurrah” the crowd of
soldiers would jump to their
feet to cheer. He created a
near frenzy with the soldiers and the song spread
across the Confederacy like
wildfire. It was particularly
popular with Confederate
soldiers. All of a sudden
Macarthy was in demand as
he had never been before.
Unfortunately for Macarthy
and his wife they became
trapped in New Orleans
when it fell to Union forces.
Union General Ben “The Beast”
Butler ordered the song
banned as a treasonable offense. Since he was the author, Marcarthy felt most un(Continued on page 4)

“We are a band of brothers . . .”
It was the second most popular song in the South during
the war, only behind the song,
“Dixie.” “The Bonnie Blue Flag”
words were penned to the
music of “The Irish Jaunting
Car” by Harry Macarthy in 1861
in Jackson, Mississippi.

The flag that inspired the song
was first flown in 1810 by the
short lived West Florida Republic.
The flag became popular in
Texas in 1836, known as the
Burnet flag, having had a single
gold star instead of the South-

ern version which had a white
star. It was replaced by the
current Texas flag in 1839.
The Bonnie Blue flag, with the
single white star, became very
popular with Confederate
troops apparently in large part
over the song by Macarthy.
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Beauvoir Visited
By Linda Wooley
As Steve and I were making
our summer journey to South
Carolina to welcome our newest addition to the family,
Brody Gilmour, we took time
to stop along the Gulf and see
how the reconstruction of
Beauvoir was coming. And as
you can see from the pictures,
it seems it isgoing to take a
lot longer to get that once
stately and beautiful mansion
back to some sort of normalcy.

Left, Beauvoir
before Hurricane
Katrina.

Cost To

Right, Beauvoir after
Katrina, Below, Entrance gate before
Katrina, Left & Below, Entrance gate
today. (Photos by
Linda Wooley)

Rebuild Is
$4.1 Million

For those like myself, who
never had the opportunity to
stop and tour the home and
grounds of Confederate President Jefferson Davis, we have
truly lost a chance to the
South at one of its best times.
Hurricane Katrina did quite a
number on this structure and
grounds, and two years later,
reconstruction is going quite
slowly.

Left, Beauvoir
post Katrina,
note the work
being done on
the piers.
(Photo by
Linda Wooley)

One can only hope that the
people responsible for the
work can make some sort of
completion before the next
storm comes.

Camp Schedule
September 11, 2007

Camp meeting at Cotton Patch
Café, Temple Mall at 7:00 PM.
Speaker: Nancy Kelsey.
October 13, 2007
Quarterly Camp Dinner meeting
at Cotton Patch Café, Temple
Mall at 7:00 PM. Speaker: Dr.
R. Scott Walker.

November 13, 2007
Camp meeting at Cotton Patch
Café, Temple Mall at 7:00 PM.
Speaker: TBA
December 11, 2007
Camp meeting at Cotton Patch
Café, Temple Mall at 7:00 PM.
Speaker: TBA

January 12 2008
Annual Lee-Jackson Dinner,
TBA at 7:00 PM. Speaker: TBA

Next Camp Meeting:
September 11th
7:00 PM
Cotton Patch Café
Temple Mall
Speaker: Nancy Kelsey
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Harry Macarthy
(Continued from page 2)

safe in New Orleans and was
eventually smuggled out of the
city by boat. His boat was
searched by a Union patrol boat,
but both he and his wife were
disguised and they were allowed
to pass. Lottie had a Confederate flag hidden under her skirt
and after the Union patrol boat
left she pulled the flag out and
raised it high. Spotted by the
Union patrol boat they gave
chase, but fortunately for Macarthy and his wife their boat was
faster.
He traveled throughout the South
during the war years, performing
to packed houses of appreciative
listeners, often going to soldier’s
camps to perform. He earned the
title of the “Bob Hope of the Con-

federacy” for his numerous concerts to the troops. His performances to Confederate soldiers
was remembered and portrayed
in the movie “Gods and Generals”
He authored other patriotic proConfederate songs, including,
“Our Flag and Its Origin,”

The Bonnie Blue Flag

“Missouri!” which urged the state
to join with the Confederacy, and
“It Is My Country's Call” which
celebrated the Confederacy’s
victory at the First Battle of Manassas, but none of the songs
were as popular as “The Bonnie
Blue Flag.”

He performed numerous charitable concerts where the proceeds
were donated, such as in 1863
when an explosion at the Confederate Ordinance Laboratory killed
30 people in Virginia and at a
show the same year in Savannah
for the widows and orphans of
men from the 63rd Georgia Regiment.
As the war began to wind down in
1865, Macarthy slipped out of
Petersburg, Virginia and headed
north eventually crossing Union
lines and on into Philadelphia.
From there he headed home to
Great Britain. He returned to the
United States in 1867 and resumed his concert tours in both
the North and the South, remaining quite popular.
He continued to perform in the
1870s, but by the 1880s his popularity began to wane. He settled
in New York City performing on

stage in bit parts. When he was
unable to find sufficient work
there he moved to San Francisco.
Just prior to going on stage in
1888 he took ill and later died in a
one room boarding house in Oakland, California.

Showing
Strength
Near the end of the war, at the
Battle of Saylors Creek on April
6 , 1865, Confederate General
John Gordon was inspecting his
line when he noticed one of his
men with his arms hanging limp
and bloody by his side. The Confederate soldier had been shot in
each arm.
Gordon asked the man why he
didn’t go to the rear since he
couldn’t even shoulder a rifle.
The battle worn Confederate
replied to General Gordon, “No
sir, but I can still yell!”

