
was also honored to have Camp 
member William Cole march in 
the parade. Compatriot Cole 
was on leave from active duty 

in Iraq. 

Another honored participant 
was Central Texas Brigade 
Commander, Chad Weldon.  

The Major Robert M. White 
Camp #1250 participated in the 
4th of July Parade in Belton for 
the 11th straight year.  The an-
nual Belton parade is one of the 
largest 4th of 
July parades in 
the state and 
can draw as 
many as 
25,000 to 
30,000 people. 

Camp members 
participating in 
the event this 
year were 
George Ballen-
tine, Chris Ellis, 
James Kinnear, Greg Manning, 
Gordon Mobley, Ralph Snyder, 
Rocky Sprott, Harold Sutton, 
and Richard Sutton.  The Camp 

Also participating with the 
Camp this year were members 
of the Texas Society, Order of 
the Confederate Rose Chapter 
19, Francis Kinnear, Elke Kin-

near, and 
Linda Woo-
ley.   

A number of 
SCV mem-
bers from 
other camps 
attended the 
event, in-
cluding: 
Thomas 
Harrison of 
DeLeon, and 

Joe Walker and  Charles Oliver 
from Waco. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Camp Marches in July 4th Parade 

Court Fight Looming in Burleson 

The Texas Division is preparing  
for a potential legal battle with 
the Burleson Independent 
School District (BISD) over a 
violation of the First Amend-
ment Rights of Aubrie Michel 
McAllum and Ashley Paige Tho-
mas.   

The violation stems from the 
Principal of the Burleson High 

School denying Aubrie and 
Ashley the right to carry their 
purses, decorated with the 
Confederate Battle Flag (CBF) 
to the school.  Aubrie is the 
daughter of Compatriot Rich-
ard McAllum, Jr., and grand-
daughter of Richard McAllum, 
Sr., both of the Robert E. Lee 
Camp #239 in Burleson.  The 
two families have retained the 
Southern Legal Resource Cen-

ter (SLRC) based in North 
Carolina to represent them. 

In mid July Texas, Division Staff 
Judge Advocate (SJA) Jim 
Farrar attended the mandatory 
Level III meeting with the BISD.  
The SJA handled the meeting in 
order to reduce travel costs 
for the legal firm.  It is the 
third such meeting required by 

(Continued on page 5) 
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has been the G azetteõs editor 
since its inception.  òThe first 
few issues were little more 
than a two page flyer announc-
ing the form ation of the C am p,ó 
Perry said.  

The G azetteõs form at w as last 
changed with Vol. 11, No. 1, in 
S eptem ber of 19 9 8 .  òIt w as 

The Confederate Gazette, with 
this issue, has undergone a 
format change.  For the fifth 
tim e in the G azetteõs nineteen 
year history a new format is 
being introduced. 

The Gazette began publication 
in 1988 when the Camp was re-
formed in Temple.  John Perry 

past time for a change and a 
new  look,ó P erry said. 

òThe new  design is m uch m ore 
colorful, as someday hopefully 
we will be able to afford to 
print it in color,  At least people 
can view it in color on the 
C am põs w eb site,ó P erry said.   

tory (near present day Scully-
ville, Oklahoma) where his 
father, who was an officer in 
the U.S. Army, was stationed.  
The latter died when Armstrong 
was just a boy.  His mother 
took as her second husband, 
General Persifor Frazer Smith, 
one of the heroes of the Mexi-

can War.   Young Armstrong 
was educated in  Massachu-
setts and graduated from Holy 
Cross Academy.  

At age 19 Armstrong accompa-
nied, as a civilian, his stepfa-
ther on a military expedition 
into New Mexico in 1854.  He 

performed so well that he peti-
tioned the War Department, 
and received a lieutenancy of 
cavalry without the ordinary 
four years of preparation at 
West Point.  

When the War Between the 
States began Armstrong ini-

tially remained in the 
Union Army.   He took 
part in the battle of 
First Manassas (Bull 
Run)wearing Federal 
blue.  Less than a 
month after the battle, 
on August 13, 1861, 
Armstrong  resigned 
from the U.S. Army 
and later offered his 
services to the Con-
federacy.  His first 
Confederate service, 

as a volunteer aide, was on the 
staff of James McIntosh in 
helping secure his native Indian 
Territory for the Confederacy 
in late 1861.   He then became 
assistant adjutant-general on 

(Continued on page 6) 

I 
n November of 1864 the 
Federals, under the com-
mand of Major General 
John M. Schofield, were 

occupying Columbia, Tennes-
see.  They threatened to burn 
the plantation home, known as 
òElm  S prings,ó of Lieutenant 
Colonel Abraham 
M. Looney.  Re-
sponding to pleas 
of assistance 
from local citi-
zens, a Confeder-
ate Brigadier 
General dis-
patched a squad 
of mounted infan-
try to insure the 
safety of Lt. Col. 
Looney's home and property.  
Elm Springs was spared from 
Union torches. 

Frank Crawford Armstrong was 
born on November 22, 1835 at 
Choctaw Agency, Indian Terri-
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The Man Who Saved Elm Springs 

Gazette Undergoes Format Change 

Armstrong 
was the only 

general to 
serve in 
both the 

Union and 
Confederate 

armies. 
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Painting by Marvin Stalnaker shows General Arm-
strong saving Elm Springs in 1864  

Frank C. 
Armstrong 



W 
ith a busy work 
schedule I have had 
to cut down on my 
War Between the 

States reading.  A new book 
was recommended to me by 
som eone, w ho really isnõt a 
W B TS  reader as, òa rem arkable 
read.ó  I couldnõt resist the 
temptation, so I made some 
time and read Manhunt, subti-
tled òThe 12-Day Chase For 
Lincolnõs Killer.ó 

James L. Swanson, a Washing-
ton, D.C. attorney, has crafted a 
most interesting account of 
A braham  Lincolnõs assassina-
tion and the subsequent hunt 
for Lincolnõs killer, John W ilkes 
Booth.  The book begins with 
the few days prior to the April 
14, 1865 assassination and ends 

with Booth being shot in north-
ern Virginia, 12 days later.  

The book is very well written; in 
fact it reads more like a best 
selling novel than a historical 
account.  Itõs the first book I 
have read that really gets you 
in the head of Booth.  From the 
onset of the assassination plot 
to the escape from Washington, 
D.C., Swanson seems to cap-
ture what was going on in 
B oothõs m ind as w ell as anyone 
ever has. 

Booth is outside the White 
House on April  11th, with fellow 
conspirator David Herod, as 
Lincoln addressed a spontane-
ous crowd who were still cele-
brating the surrender of 
R obert E. Leeõs arm y.  In his 
brief address, Lincoln mentions 
the need to give òthe elective 
franchiseó to the òcolored 
m an.ó  B ooth responded to his 
friend D avid, òThat is the last 
speech he w ill ever give.ó 

The book is filled with little 
historical tidbits that most 
readers w onõt know , B oothõs 
still unexplained visit to the 
Vice P resident, he w asnõt there 

so they didnõt m eet, on the 
morning of the assassination, 
that some minister attacked 
Lincoln for going to Fordõs 
Theatre on a Good Friday, some 
of the interesting women in 
B oothõs life, and how  M ajor 
Henry Rathbone and Clara 
Harris, who were in the Presi-
dential box w ith the Lincolnõs 
later married and the good 
Major later killed his wife with a 
knife. 

The book is generally fair in its 
scope, but one can tell that the 
w riterõs sentim ents are pro-
North and that he is a real 
Lincoln fan.  He does describe 
the peril that any Southerner 
who was in Washington was in, 
immediately after the assassi-
nation, and the strange order 

(Continued on page 4) 

Steven Nathaniel Dossman, 
Author of Campaign for Cor-
inth: Blood in Mississippi .  He 
will speak on: òThe Battles of 
Iuka and C orinth.ó 

September 11, 2006 
C am põs R egular M eeting, C ot-
ton Patch Café, Temple Mall, 
Temple, TX, 7:00 PM. Speaker: 
TBA  

August 2-6, 2006 
111th Annual SCV Reunion, New 
Orleans, LA 
100th A nniversary of òThe 
C hargeó - Keeping the Charge 
of ô0 6  in ô0 6 . 
 
August 8, 2006 
C am põs R egular M eeting, C ot-
ton Patch Café, Temple Mall, 
Temple, TX, 7:00 PM. Speaker: 

October  14, 2006 
C am põs D inner M eeting, C otton 
Patch Café, Temple Mall, Tem-
ple, TX, 7:00 PM. Speaker: TBA  
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Camp Schedule 

The Book Corner 

B ooth: òThis 
is the last 
speech he 
(Lincoln) will 
ever give.ó 

John Wilkes  
Booth 

By: John C. Perry 

Next Meeting: 
August 8th 

Cotton Patch Café 
Speaker: 

Steven N. Dossman 



 
Commander Harri-
son of the 2nd Texas 
Frontier District 
Camp brought a 
field piece and two 
artillerymen with 
him. 

(Continued from page 
1) 

plaint I have perhaps is one of 
its strengths.  There are no end
-notes or foot notes.  Being one 
that likes to check out sources 
this was a fairly big problem 
for me.  The author indicates 

that the 
omission is to 
make the 
book read 
more 
smoothly and 
he does pro-
vide a chap-
ter by chap-
ter section of 
notes about 
sources at 
the end of the 
book.  Also 
very immate-
rial, but odd, 
is that the 
publisher 
chose to only 
give the book 

purchaser just a half of a book 
cover.   

Over all the book for me was a 
fascinating read and if you 
have any interest in the Lincoln 
assassination this is a must 
buy for you. 

About 145 years ago Abraham 
Lincoln wrote to the nation's 
governors asking them to sup-
port a 13th amendment to the 
Constitution, not the current 
13th Amendment, but one that 
would have guarantee slavery 
as the law of the land.  The 
letter illustrates how a presi-
dent, remembered for abolish-
ing slavery, was willing to pre-
serve 
slavery if 
doing so 
would 
preserve 
the union. 
 
The docu-
ment, 
dated March 16, 1861, was found 
when a Lincoln researcher 
from Illinois stopped by the 
Lehigh County Historical Soci-
ety in Allentown, PA on July 18th 
to review its Lincoln holdings.  
He found a letter, addressed to 
òH is Excellency the G overnor of 
the S tate of Florida.ó  This is 
the fourth Lincoln letter to the  
governors that has survived. 

that U.S. Grant issued.  The day 
after the assassination, Grant 
issued orders to his military 
commander in captured Rich-
mond, Va., to arrest all paroled 
Confederate 
officers and 
surgeons.  
òExtrem e 
rigor will 
have to be 
observed 
whilst as-
sassination 
remains the 
order of the 
day with the 
rebels,ó 
Grant said.  
This meant 
people like 
the recently 
surrendered 
Robert E. 
Lee were 
subject to immediate arrest.  
Calmer heads prevailed and 
Grant rescinded the order 
saying, òO n reflection I w ith-
draw  m y dispatch.ó 

Over all this is a very interest-
ing book, the one major com-

(Continued from page 3) 
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4th of July 

òExtrem e 
rigor will 

have to be 
observed 

whilst 

assassinatio
n remains 

the order of 
the day with 
the rebels,ó  

U.S. Grant 
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Derringer used by 
Booth 

Rare Lincoln 
Letter Found 

Getting ready for the 
parade 


