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CONFEDERATE GAZETTE
Greg Manning wins the Confederate of the Year award
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The Major Robert M.
White Camp #1250 was
well represented at the
109th Texas Division Reunion held in Mesquite on
June 2-3.
Those attending the
reunion from the Camp
included: James Kinnear,
Chris Ellis, Rocky Sprott,
George Ballentine, Jimmy
Dossey, Jerry Nelson,
Steve Wooley, Gordon
Mobley, and John Perry.
The Camp had one of the
largest contingents of
camp members at the reunion.
At the Business meeting it was reported that the

Division Commander Ron Strybos presents
Camp member Greg Manning of Salado
with the Confederate of the Year award.
(Photo by Linda Wooley)

Division’s membership was
at 2,373, a net loss of 392
members since last year.
Most of the loss was attributed to the change in the
ways dues are collected.
The finances of the
Division improved over last
year, with a current net
worth of $31,487, including $13,223 in the Heritage Defense Fund.
During the awards
ceremonies the Camp and
its members walked away
with a number of awards,
see the story on page 4
and the individuals listed
and other photos on page
5.
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The Sul Ross Camp
#1457 in Bryan will be
hosting the next gathering
of the Stephen Dill Lee
Institute in College Station,
Texas, on Friday and Saturday, 18-19 August 2006.
Cost of the event is $40
prior to August 1st and $50
after that date.
The event will be held
at the College Station Hilton and will begin at 2:00
PM on Friday, August 18th.
A special room rate is
available at the Hilton,
mention group code “SLI.”
In 2005 the SCV’s

General Executive Council
authorized the Institute
and its first historical conference, which was held in
October of that year. The
Institute’s goal is to organize accomplished and distinguished professional
scholarship to inform our
members and the general
public of the Southern side
of the war.
The event in College
Station will feature some
of the brightest minds in
the SCV and academia to
discuss the issues surrounding the War Between

the States and how they
apply to the SCV in our
efforts to promote our Confederate heritage.
Scheduled speakers
include Compatriot Brian
Cisco: speaking on
“Northern War Crimes: A
Survey,” Compatriot Dr.
Clyde Wilson on “States
Rights: Our Fathers’ Faith,”
Dr. Thomas DiLorenzo on
“‘The Economic Agenda of
Lincoln’s War Against the
South,” Compatriot Dr.
Donald Livingston on
“Lincoln and Slavery,”
(Continued on page 6)
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C O N F E D E R AT E
PROFILE
RESPONDED
TO BELL COUNTY

I

He was killed by a
civilian before the
war ended

n their last raid in
Bell County, on
March
14-16,
1859, the Comanche Indians killed four settlers,
including John and Jane
Riggs and captured their
daughters, Rhoda and
Margaret. The daughters
were abandoned when the
Indians fled through Comanche Gap, as they fled
from a local posse. Public
feeling after this raid led to
a campaign against the
Comanche, and the U.S.
Army sent Major Earl Van
Dorn to deal with the Indian attacks.
Earl Van Dorn was
born in Port Gibson, Mississippi, on September 20,
1820. His parents were
Peter A. Van Dorn and
Sophie Donelson Caffery.
Young Van Dorn received
an appointment from
President Andrew Jackson
to the Military Academy at
West Point. His grades
were lackluster and he had
some conduct problems,
but he did excel in his
equestrian skills and in
drawing.
He graduated from
West Point in 1842, and
was assigned as a 2nd
Lieutenant in the 7th Infantry, on July 1, 1842. Van
Dorn served in a variety of
duty stations in Louisiana,
Alabama, and Florida and
came to Texas in 1845
when the war with Mexico
began.
He saw his first combat during the war and he
performed well and received a number of com-

mendations. He saw action at the Battle of Monterey, Siege of Vera Cruz,
Battle of Cerro Gordo,
where he received a field
promotion to captain. He
again received a field promotion to major on August
20, 1847, for “gallant and

Earl Van Dorn
meritorious conduct” in
the battles of Contreras
and Churubusco. He was
also involved in the capture of Mexico City and
was wounded on entering
the Belen Gate on September 13, 1847.
After the war, Van
Dorn was assigned as an
Aide-de-Camp to Major
General P. F. Smith and
served at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. He saw his first
Indian action in Florida
against the Seminole Indians from 1849-50. Van
Dorn was in a variety of
duty stations, including
several recruitment tours,
from 1850 until he came
to Texas in 1855.
He was first stationed

at Camp Cooper, Tex.,
1855-56, and had his first
skirmish with Comanche
Indians on July 1, 1856.
He was assigned to Camp
Colorado, in Coleman
County, from 1856 to
1858. By 1858 Van Dorn
was in Kansas fighting Indians. At Wichita Village on
October 1, 1858 Van Dorn
and his men attacked a
much larger group of
Kiowa-Comanche. He was
shot through the arm,
stomach, and lung, but he
did received high praise in
leading the attack.
Back to Texas in 1859,
he served at Ft. Chadbourne, north of San Angelo. He saw considerable
action against the Comanche Indians following the
Bell County Indian attack,
including a major battle at
the Valley of Nessentunga
on May 13, 1859. He remained on the Texas frontier, as a major in the 2nd
U.S. Cavalry, until he took a
leave of absence on June
28, 1860.
Van Dorn was ardent
supporter of secession. He
resigned from the U.S.
Army, on Jan. 31, 1861,
after his home state of
Mississippi left the Union.
He accepted a commission
as the second in command, of state troops, under Jefferson Davis. After
Davis was elected as the
Confederacy’s president,
Van Dorn replaced him
with the rank of major general of Mississippi troops.
(Continued on page 3)
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Earl Van Dorn
(Continued from page 2)

In March 1861, Van
Dorn left his Mississippi
position and became a
colonel in the Confederate
Army. On March 26, 1861
he arrived in Texas. He
was given orders “to assume command in Texas
and make prisoners of all
U.S. troops remaining in
the State who refuse to
espouse the Confederate
cause.”
While in Texas, Van

of the Third and two companies of the Eighth Infantry, including nine officers.” Later the ship was
taken to New Orleans,
where its name was
changed to the C.S.S. St.
Philip.
Van Dorn later
forced U.S. Army Lt. Colonel Isaac V. D. Reeve to
surrender at San Lucas
Spring. On May 10, 1861
Van Dorn reported that
Texas was free of U.S.
troops.

Camp
Schedule
July 4, 2006
Camp’s annual Belton Parade Participation. Meet
at 9:00 AM at Spot #194.
July 8, 2006
Camp’s quarterly dinner
meeting at the Cotton
Patch Café in Temple Mall,
7:00 PM. Speaker: Jerry
Nelson, “The War Rifle.”
July 29, 2006
Quarterly highway clean up
on Highway 93, meet at
6:45 AM at the McDonalds
in Belton.
August 2-6, 2006
111th Annual SCV Reunion,
New Orleans, LA, 100th
Anniversary of “The
Charge.”

Ruins of Ft. Chadbourne, north of San Angelo, where Van Dorn
served from 1859 to 1860.
Dorn led the successful
capture of the Union ship
Star of the West. The Star,
which was fired on by Confederate forces in South
Carolina when it attempted
to reinforce Ft. Sumpter,
had sailed to Texas to pick
up seven companies of
U.S. troops assembled at
I n di a n o l a . O n Ap r i l
18,1861, while anchored
off Pass Caballo bar leading into Matagorda Bay,
the ship was captured by
Van Dorn and members of
two Galveston militia units,
the Wigfall Guards and the
Island City Rifles. Union
forces captured were, “two
companies of the First Infantry, with the adjutant
and non-commissioned
staff and band of the same
regiment, three companies

On the heels of the
capture of the Star, and
his success in riding Federal troops from Texas,
Van Dorn was promoted to
brigadier general and he
received an appointment
to command in Virginia.
There he commanded a
division and participated in
the fight at Manassas. He
was then transferred to
Arkansas, where he was
given command of the
newly created TransMississippi District of Department Two, including
parts of Louisiana, Missouri, the Indian Territory,
and all of Arkansas.
Van Dorn performed
poorly as a commander
during the Battle of Elk
Horn Tavern (Pea Ridge) in
Arkansas on March 7 and

August 8, 2006
Camp’s Regular Meeting,
Cotton Patch Café, Temple
Mall, Temple, TX, 7:00 PM.
Speaker: Steven N.
Dossman, Topic: “The Battles of Iuka and Corinth.”
8, 1862. On the second
day of the fight, he chose
to attack the Federal
forces who held a strong
defensive position and Van
Dorn was forced to withdraw.
He fared better in
helping to defend Corinth,
Mississippi. Van Dorn did
so well there that in the
summer of 1862 he was
given command of the Department of Mississippi
and East Louisiana and
successfully defended the
first Federal assault on
Vicksburg.
Van Dorn however
again failed when he attempted to retake Baton
(Continued on page 6)

Next Camp
Meeting:
July 8th
7:00 P.M. at
Cotton Patch Café
Temple, TX
Speaker:
Jerry Nelson
“The War Rifle”
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Four Star Camp Award and Best Newsletter

Camp Wins Awards At Reunion

Camp Continues
To Bring Home
Multiple Awards

The Major Robert M.
White Camp #1250 came
home with the gold from
the 109th Texas Division
Convention-Reunion held
in June in Mesquite.
The Camp once again
won the Four Star Camp
Award. The four star camp
award is given to a Texas
Division camp which demonstrates outstanding
work during the year.
The award recognizes
camps that make membership dues payments on
time, publish a monthly
newsletter, have monthly
meetings and have
monthly speakers. The
Camp won the Four Star

Camp Award for its sixth
straight year.
The Confederate Gazette was awarded the
Division’s Best Newsletter
Award. The award is presented annually to the
newsletter editor of the
Division newsletter which
is judged, by a three man
committee, to be the best
in the Division.
The newsletters are
judged based on “format,
including color, photos &
graphics), news content,
historical content, editorials and general interest.”
Camp Commander James
Kinnear accepted the
award on behalf of the

camp. Camp member John
C. Perry has been the Gazette’s editor since it was
first published in 1988.
This is the fifth time
the Confederate Gazette
has been so honored with
the Division’s top award.
The Gazette also won the
top Division award in
1991, 1992, 1993, and
2003. The Gazette also
won the Dr. Paul Jon Miller
Award in 1991 as the Best
Newsletter in the SCV. The
Gazette finished second in
the running for the national
award in 1997. Since that
time the Gazette has not
re-entered the national
contest.

July 4th Parade in Belton
For the eleventh
With Brigade wide
straight year the Major
sponsorship the SCV conRobert M. White Camp
tingent should be quite
#1250 will participate in
large. There could be as
the 4th of July Parade in
many as three artillery
Belton. The Camp
will line up in position #194. Camp
members are asked
to come at 8:00 AM
to help assemble the
float.
The parade will
kick off at 10:00 AM
so all participants
are asked to be
there no later than
9:00 AM, the earlier
the better. The assembly area is close
to where it was last
year in a parking lot
Camp’s Float, from a photo from last year
at the University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor
campus. This year’s event
pieces as well as mounted
is again being coordinated
cavalrymen. Camp memby Camp member Rocky
bers and friends are inSprott.
vited to participate wither

one has a uniform or period dress or not. All are
welcomed to march with
the camp.
The assembly area
is close to where it was
last year, but parade
officials are asking that
everyone approach the
assembly points from
the west this year.
According to Rocky
the best way to approach the assembly
point is to take US190
and exit at the Loop
121 exit. Take Loop
121 until just before
the railroad overpass
where you will turn left
then turn right on University Drive. Continue
on to the right.
For those with
horses the horse trailer
park will be between Campus Drive and the Santa Fe
railroad tracks for Coggins
check.
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Camp Members
Receiving Awards at
the 2006 Texas
Division Reunion
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TEXAS DIVISION
REUNION 2006

Confederate
of The Year
Greg Manning

Gold Award
Greg Manning
Steve Wooley

Silver Award
James Kinnear
Jerry Nelson
John C. Perry
Rocky Sprott

Bronze Award

Left: Greg Manning & wife;
Above: SCV’s Executive Director
Ben Sewell

Chris Ellis
Ralph Snyder
Richard Sutton

Right: Camp members attending the
Division Reunion’s Opening
Ceremonies
Below: Rocky Sprott, Dr. Chris
Ellis, and George Ballentine at the
Reunion Luncheon

Below Left: Central Texas Brigade
Commander Chad Weldon
and his “hat”
Below: Jerry Nelson and Steve
Wooley attend the Division
Reunion Luncheon.
(All Photos by Linda Wooley)

Next Texas
Division Reunions:
2007
Corpus Christi
2008
Galveston

P.O. Box 794
Salado, TX 76571

Earl Van Dorn
(Continued
from page 3)

Rouge in
the summer
of
1 8 6 2 .
Another
failure
occurred
when he
a
t
tempted
to retake
Corinth in
October 1862. By this time many in
the Confederate Army were becoming
disenchanted with him and he was
even brought before a court of inquiry
which questioned his actions at Corinth. He was reassigned and placed in
charge of the mounted troops under
General John Pemberton. He performed much better as a cavalry commander and found success on his raid
on Holly Springs, in December of
1862. This attack was a major factor
in ending General U. S. Grant's campaign in central Mississippi.
Van Dorn’s life was ended by gun-

fire, but it was not on the field of battle,
but on the field of “honor.” On May 7,
1863 at Spring Hill, Tennessee, Van
Dorn was shot in the back of the head
with a pistol. A Columbia, Tennessee
physician, Dr. George B. Peters, had
ridden his buggy to Van Dorn's headquarters, walked in and shot Van Dorn.
Dr. Peters returned to his buggy, and
then rode to Union lines. Van Dorn lingered until the afternoon before he
died. He was only 42 years old.
Van Dorn’s death has been controversial. While some thought the murder was politically motivated others
have contended that Van Dorn had
been showing an inappropriate amount
of attention to the Dr. Peters’ pretty
young wife. Van Dorn’s sister in 1902
published a book, A Soldier’s Honor,
which presents a strong case that the
assassination was motivated by more
political reasons than honor. The doctor and his wife would later reunite in
Arkansas where the doctor inexplicitly
received a grant of land. Dr. Peters
was never charged with the crime.
Van Dorn was buried in his hometown of Port Gibson in Wintergreen
Cemetery, next to his father.

Lee Institute
(Continued from page 1)

Dr. Marshall DeRosa on “The Confederate Constitution’s Contribution to
American Government.”
Information and an online registration form are available on the Sul Ross
Camp’s web site at www.geocities.com/
sulrosscamp. There is also additional
information about the background of
the Stephen Dill Lee Institute at http://
sdli.scv.org.
This is a rare opportunity to be entertained as well as educated. The
seminar should help arm you with historical facts to counter those whop attack our Confederate heritage. For additional information contact the Bryan
Camp’s Commander, R. Matthew Lee at
sulrosscamp@yahoo.com

July Program
Camp member Jerry Nelson will
present the July Camp meeting program
on, "The War Rifle.” The meeting will be
July 8th at 7:00 PM at the Cotton Patch
Café in the Temple Mall.

